Name:____________________

Pleasantville

Movie Worksheet


Part 1

The basic story: Two teenagers from the 1990s somehow are transported into the world of a 1950s television show called "Pleasantville". The world of Pleasantville is an idealized version of small town life with traditional "family values". And because it is the world of an old T.V. show, it is a limited world--everything is in black and white and the people know nothing about the world outside of their town. Because they come from outside, the two teenagers cause things in Pleasantville to change.
Main Characters: 

· David, who becomes Bud in Pleasantville) 

· Jennifer (nickname Jen), who becomes Mary Sue in Pleasantville 

· George , Bud and Mary Sue's father 

· Betty , Bud and Mary Sue's mother 

· Bill Johnson, the soda shop owner 

· Skip Martin , Mary Sue's boyfriend 

· Margaret Henderson, Bud's girlfriend 

· The Mayor of Pleasantville 

Questions about Part 1:

1. What is life in the 1990s like for David and Jennifer? What is their family like? How do they spend their free time? 

2. What is the world of Pleasantville like? Why do you think David likes to watch the T.V. show so much? 

3. How do Jennifer and David first react when they find themselves in Pleasantville? When does Jennifer first start to think it might be an interesting place? 

4. Pleasantville is clearly not the real world. What are some of the things that show this? 

5. What is "pleasant" about Pleasantville? 

6. After Jennifer and David arrive, things start changing in Pleasantville. What are some of the ways they disrupt everyday life?
Part 2

In part 2 of the movie, we see that more and more things in Pleasantville are changing.

Questions about Part 2:

1. In the first part of the movie, we saw that David (as Bud) was trying not to change anything in Pleasantville, but in this part, we see that he has started to agree with Jennifer that there are some thing they should try to change. How does David try to change things? 

2. How do most of the teenagers react to the changes? What questions do they start asking David? 

3. When the T.V. man comes back, why does David turn the T.V. off? 

4. What kinds of things are the men at the bowling alley upset about? 

5. In the first part of the movie, it seemed that the colors were related to sex, but in this part we see that other kinds of events can cause people to change. When and why does Mary Sue become colored? How about Margaret Henderson? Bud? Bill Johnson? 

6. Who attends the two town meetings? What are some of the rules in the "Code of Conduct" announced at the second meeting? 

Notice the T.V. man's language when he returns for the third time.

Part 3

1. In part 3, more and more changes occur in the town, and more and more of the characters become "colored". The conservative people Pleasantville try stop the changes. Questions about Part 3:

2. What kinds of people attend the town meeting? How do they propose to stop the changes? 

3. What does David say to the T.V. man when he tries to make David leave? 

4. In the second part of the movie, turning colored seems to be related to sex--when people discover sex, they change. In part 3, we see that there are other kinds of events that can cause people to change. When and why does Bud become colored? How about Mary Sue? Bill Johnson? George Jenkins? The Mayor? 

5. Who makes up the "Code of Conduct" and what are some of the rules? What do the colored people think of the rules? 

6. When David returns to the real world, why does Jennifer decide to stay in the world of Pleasantville?

